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Coverage/Sequence: Times of India, Economic Times, Hindustan Times, Indian Express 

(Times of India, May 27 not allowing downloading, so used copy and paste method) 

 
Just 14 & homeschooled, he’s Delhi IIT-JEE topper 

 

Neha Pushkarna | TNN 

 
New Delhi: The boy sat hunched, his eyes on the floor and his hands held in a twisted clasp below his knees, 

clearly uncomfortable with all the attention. On Wednesday, 14-year-old Sahal Kaushik left everyone gasping in 

disbelief by not only becoming the youngest ever to crack the tough IIT-JEE test but also topping it in Delhi and 

notching an all-India rank of 33.  

   Sahal, schooled at home by his mother, Ruchi Kaushik, a doctor-turned-homemaker, replied after what seemed 

an eternity to the barrage of questions — which IIT would he join? Would he study electronics engineering? He 

looked up: ‘‘I want to  

study pure science, physics or maths, not engineering.’’ He looked down again. ‘‘I took the  

JEE because I could also get science courses through it.’’  

   He looks like any other 14-year-old, but Sahal could spell out long words when he was just two, he recited 

tables till 100 at the age of four, and by the time he was six, he had finished reading H G Well’s ‘Time Machine’.  

   He muttered something to the effect that topping JEE in Delhi wasn’t a ‘‘big deal’’. Then a long pause. Was he 

doing some complex mental maths, someone asked. ‘‘No,’’ he smiled, ‘‘not today.’’ A little later, he attributed his 

success to his mother and his ‘‘physics sir’’ but his all-time idol is Albert Einstein.  
 

Andhra bags seven of top 10 ranks     

 

Andhra Pradesh hit a jackpot with its students bagging seven of the top 10 ranks in IIT-Joint Entrance 

Examination, the results of which were declared on Wednesday. The state claimed the coveted top two ranks, 

with A Jitendar Reddy from Warangal emerging as the national topper followed by Uday K Shah from Hyderabad. 

P 14  

 

This year, more SC students than seats     

 

This year, probably for the first time, IITs have declared there will be no preparatory course for SC candidates, as 

more students have qualified than there are seats. ‘‘Over the years, enough SC students have done well and 

qualified for IITs. It is probably the first time that we don’t need to conduct a preparatory course,’’ said IIT-

Madras director M S Ananth. P 14  

 

Andhra bags 7 of top 10 IIT ranks  

 

 

 

Over 25% Successful Students From State  

 

 

Hyderabad: Andhra Pradesh hit a jackpot with its students bagging seven of the top 10 ranks in IIT-Joint 

Entrance Examination (JEE), the results of which were declared on Wednesday. In fact, the state claimed the 

coveted top two ranks of IIT-JEE, with A Jitendar Reddy from Warangal emerging as the national topper followed 

by Uday K Shah from Hyderabad.  

   Others from the state who bagged top ranks include Madhu Kiran (fourth), K Satwik (sixth), Janardhan Reddy 

(seventh) Sabarish Nikhil (eighth) and Neeraj Gopal (ninth). An estimated 30% of the 50,000 students who wrote 

the examination from the state cleared the test this year, with over 500 of them making it to the top 2,000 in the 

open category. A total of 65,000 students had written the examination from the southern region.  

   Andhra students also scored well in the reserved category with OBC students from the state bagging seven out 
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of the top 15 ranks in this section. Among reserved categories including SC, ST, OBC and physically handicapped 

(PH) the state secured over 50 ranks in the top 200 slab.  

   Officials from IIT-Madras, who were in charge of the results, said Andhra students already account for 21% of 

the total student strength in IITs. ‘‘One should not be surprised by the performance of these students as they 

have traditionally done well. This year, the percentage of students from the state in the IITs might be higher than 

25%,’’ said T S Natarajan, director, IIT-JEE.  

   While IIT-Madras, which conducted the examination, was criticized for the errors in mathematics and physics 

question papers, IIT experts said such errors could have actually worked in favour of the students from Andhra 

as not many would have been able to crack some of ambiguous questions. ‘‘Most front-rankers from the state 

cracked these ambiguous questions, which might have given them an edge over others,’’ said K V Raghunath, 

vice-chairman, Narayana Group of Colleges whose students bagged five of the top seven ranks. Some other 

experts noted that a tough maths paper helped garner top ranks as students from the state have traditionally 

done well in the subject. 

 

 
‘NOT A BIG DEAL’: Sahal wants to study pure science, not engineering 

 

 
TOP OF THE HEAP: Jitendar Reddy (right), who topped the IIT-JEE 2010, with second-ranker Uday K Shah, in Hyderabad 

Sahal may opt for physics at Kanpur 
 

Neha Pushkarna | TNN 

 
New Delhi: Sahal Kaushik (14), who became the youngest ever to crack the tough IIT-JEE test, wanted to do 

research in astrophysics. His mother, Ruchi Kaushik, added Sahal may go for a five-year integrated MSc in 

physics at IIT-Kanpur.  

   There is no age bar for entering IIT , but a candidate is required to clear class XII. So, Sahal enrolled with 
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Vandana International School, Dwarka, for two years. He scored 78% in PCM — marks that might not be enough 

to get him into a half-decent Delhi University college. Asked about his lacklustre class XII results, Sahal said, 

‘‘That’s because I studied for only four days for each paper.’’  

   ‘‘This boy doesn’t need a pen and paper. He solved JEE orally before selecting the answers. He speaks less, 

thinks more,’’ said U P Singh, Sahal’s mentor at Narayan IIT Academy. In the last two years, Sahal was given a 

separate group of teachers who taught him exclusively for six hours, six days a week.  

   ‘‘When he came to us at the age of 12 or 13, he said he was interested in electrostatics and also answered 

complex mathematical problems by just calculating them in the mind. I had never seen anyone like him before,’’ 

Singh said. ‘‘But he is what he is thanks to his mother who sacrificed her career to mentor him so well,’’ he 

added.  

   Sahal joined school only in 2006 and cleared class X in 2008. Before he was introduced to classroom teaching, 

his mother taught him ‘‘like it should be’’. He never took any exam, even through NIOS. ‘‘I realised very early 

that my child was different. I didn’t send him to a school as I thought it would make him dull. I faced a lot of 

social pressure when I quit my practice and started teaching him at home 12 years ago. But it has paid off,’’ said 

Ruchi Kaushik.  

   She remembered that she never taught Sahal according to any set pattern. ‘‘Sometimes, we would study 

geography for days together. On some days, he only read novels. When he read Charles Dickens, I told him 

about society in London back then, and its history too. That’s how he learnt,’’ she explained.  

   Sahal’s father, who is in the Army, is posted in Assam. His sister, who is two years younger to him, also studies 

at home. ‘‘My daughter was initially slightly dyslexic but she has overcome it now. She is more into arts and more 

outgoing than Sahal,’’ Ruchi said.  

   Sahal has many ‘‘older’’ friends from the coaching centre. His mother has invested Rs 15 lakh to put together a 

library at home. ‘‘All our salary goes into this. We now have more than 2,000 books and Sahal has already read 

them all,’’ Ruchi said.  

   Does Sahal have any hobbies? Any special interests? ‘‘He knows all about Indian mythology,’’ said Ruchi. ‘‘He 

loves reading about Egyptian history and anthropology.’’ Her daughter, Saras, reminds her, ‘‘He also knows 

horse-riding and swimming.’’  

   Little Saras said her brother has won the Olympiads in maths, physics, chemistry, biology and has also worked 

with Dr Ratnashree, head of Nehru Planetarium, on calibrations in Jantar Mantar. So did Ruchi ever try finding 

the reason for her son’s gifts? ‘‘Not really. That’s the way he is.’’  

   neha.pushkarna@timesgroup.com 

 

 
ON FAST TRACK: Sahal (middle) with his mother (right) and sister 

Sahal didn’t impress in XII 
 

Neha Pushkarna | TNN 

 
New Delhi: Home-taught prodigy Sahal Kaushik has topped the IIT-JEE results in Delhi. The 14-year-old wants to 

do research in astrophysics. His doctor-mom Ruchi Kaushik said Sahal may go for a five-year integrated MSc in 

physics at IIT-Kanpur. There is no age bar for entering IIT , but a candidate is required to clear class XII.  

   So, Sahal enrolled with Vandana International School, Dwarka, for two years. He scored 78% in PCM. Asked 
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about his lacklustre class XII results, Sahal said, ‘‘That’s because I studied for only four days for each paper.’’  

   ‘‘This boy doesn’t need a pen and paper. He solved JEE orally before selecting the answers. He speaks less, 

thinks more,’’ said U P Singh, Sahal’s mentor at Narayan IIT Academy. In the last two years, Sahal was given a 

separate teachers who taught him exclusively for six hours, six days a week. 

 
His first train ride was to take exam 

 

Rajiv Kumar | TNN 

 
Begusarai: Cracking the IITJEE is an achievement even for those who get the best of coaching. But, for someone 

like Pran Kumar, a native of Khamhar village who passed his 10th board from a village school and completed his 

intermediate from a non-aided college, clearing IIT was nothing short of triumph of will against adversity.  

   Pran (17) has an all-India rank of 2,494 but the feeling of successfully cracking one of the toughest entrance 

exams in the country is still to sink in. His father, Valmiki Prasad Singh, teaches in a non-aided college in 

Khamhar. With small family income, Pran’s academic career would have all but ended had his physics teacher, 

Rajendra Singh, not come to his rescue. Singh, who runs a coaching institute in Begusarai, ensured that financial 

constraints did not hamper Pran’s studies.  

   ‘‘I saw in him the spark to succeed in IIT-JEE. I kept him under my guidance. As Pran had no means to prepare 

for the examination, I ensured he got the requisite reading materials. I also gave him free coaching,’’ he said. 

The first time Pran took IIT-JEE test was in 2009, for which he went to Bhagalpur, boarding a train for the first 

time.  

   However, his name figured only in the extended merit list. ‘‘However, I had full confidence in him and insisted 

that he should take the test for a second time,’’ Rajendra said. Pran, a shy and taciturn young man, told TOI that 

he relished watching Akshay Kumar films for his comic virtuosity. However, he also likes watching Prakash Jha’s 

films. 
Advertisement 

 

NO STUDENT IN TOP-15 

 

Kota magic missing this year 
 

Rao Jaswant Singh | TNN 

 
Kota: The famous coaching hub in the country for IITJEE — Kota — lost its sheen on Wednesday. As the entrance 

results were out during the day, not a single student from the city’s premier coaching institutes managed to 

secure a position in the top 15 of the All India Rankers (AIR). The institutes, which are now a brand name and 

attract thousands of students across the country, have missed the bus for the first time in the last 14 years.  

   The top rank from Kota went to Sanchar Sharma (AIR 16) of Jodhpur, who attended coaching classes at the 

newly launched Vibrant Academy. The next topper from the coaching hub, Mehul Kumar (AIR 19) of Jaipur, 

studied at Resonance Classes. Sanket Satish Totala of Aurangabad, who bagged AIR 20, also took coaching at 

Vibrant Academy. The silver lining though is  

that over 4,000 students from Kota have cleared the exams.  

   The biggest setback was for Bansal Classes, which has been the pioneer in the IIT  coaching industry and 

has been producing maximum number of toppers every year since 1997. It failed to make a mark in the top 20 

with its topper Sameer Kumar Agarwal securing AIR 23.  

   Commenting on the performance, P K Bansal of Bansal Classes said it is shocking that not only Kota but the 

whole northern region has no top ranker. ‘‘We are unable to understand why none of their candidates got place in 

top 10,’’ he said. In 2007, three students (first, third and seventh rank) were in the top 10 list. In 2008, it was 

six students (first, second, fifth, sixth, ninth and 10th rank). In 2009, it was three students (second, seventh and 

10th rank). Sources said error in question paper instructions and deleting Kota from the list of examination 

centres could be reasons behind Kota’s ‘‘unexpected’’ performance. 
Advertisement 
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Tune in to univ radio for guidance 
 

Rachit Anand & Shaily Bhusri | TNN 

 
New Delhi: Admissions can be a very confusing time. So to help, Delhi University’s very own community radio — 

90.4 Mhz — doles out all the information you need about the admissions process. You have principals of various 

colleges, the dean of students’ welfare, counsellors, and management experts coming on air and taking calls from 

aspirants, helping clear their doubts.  

   Surendra Kumar, a student RJ, says: ‘‘We were briefed by the dean of students’ welfare, S K Vij, about details 

of the admissions process, such as the centres where admission forms will be sold, the cost of the forms, and the 

composition of different courses.’’  

   DU’s community radio has also launched interactive programmes aimed at solving student queries. Programme 

Manager, Vijay Lakshmi Sinha, says: ‘‘We answer questions from students and their parents by bringing in 

professional experts on special shows like Success Mantra and SOL Calling.”  

   ‘‘Every day we get at least 35 calls from students as well as parents. We also do special programmes for which 

we go to various colleges to cover important events, such as the first day of sale of forms,’’ adds Surendra 

Kumar, who has been working with 90.4 for the past two years. DU’s community radio was launched in 2007, its 

target audience obviously being students. It covers a radius of 10km and is funded by Delhi University. ‘‘90.4 is 

not complete without the active participation of the student community, and hence students are encouraged to 

participate in the programmes,” says Sinha.  

   Mallika Jain, a student RJ, who collects tid-bits from all over campus and makes announcements in between 

programmes, says: ‘‘I have been working here for more than a year. This is the busiest time of the year as we air 

specific programmes and announcements to guide freshers through the admissions process. We set up help 

desks, prepare relevant discussion points and then debate them on air. The scorching Delhi heat is one of the 

hottest topic these days.’’  

   DU’s community radio is very popular among students living on campus. Amita Virdi, an ex-DU student, says: 

‘‘90.4 has become an integral part of campus life. Programmes by budding musicians and singers from several 

colleges are aired on it. That encourages students. This is the only radio channel that gives useful information 

minus annoying commercials.’’  

   Urvashi, a professional RJ with All India Radio, says: ‘‘We play all sorts of songs, from classical to Hindi film 

music. The response from students has been overwhelming. Our phones keep ringing throughout the day.’’  

   toireporter@timesgroup.com 

 

 
LISTEN AND LEARN: DU’s community radio has principals, the dean of student welfare and counsellors answering questions 

 

It’s a hat-trick for Bihar’s Super-30 
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Pranava K Chaudhary | TNN 

 
Patna: Bihar’s famous Super-30 achieved a hat-trick with all its 30 students making it to IITs for the third 

consecutive year in 2010. It was in 2002 that maths wizard Anand Kumar, who could not pursue higher studies in 

Cambridge University due to poverty, made  

the Super-30 initiative under which 30 poor students are coached free of cost every year to crack IIT-JEE. 

Altogether 212 of the 240 Super-30 students have cleared one of India’s toughest exams during the last eight 

years.  

   Like those it groomed earlier, the Super-30 stars this year too are wards of landless farmers, typists, a 

domestic help and a grade IV government employee. Of them, 20 are OBCs, one is SC and nine are general. 

Komal Agrawal, Saurabh Agrawal and Atul Kumar Sinha, the Super-30 toppers, are all OBCs.  

   ‘‘Though I have cleared JEE in my second attempt, my ambition is to eventually join Union civil services,’’ lone 

SC candidate Anand Kishore said.  

   A jubilant ‘Anand sir’, as the Super-30 founder is called by his students and their guardians, was an epitome of 

modesty. ‘‘More than to me, the credit goes to the students who slogged for 16 hours daily for months in the run-

up to the all-India exam,’’ he said and reiterated he would increase the intake to 60 for the Super-30 centre from 

this year onwards.  

   Amit Kumar and Pravin Kumar, who teach physics and chemistry respectively at the Super-30 centre, were also 

all praise for the students. ‘‘These students come from humble families, but they are sharp and intelligent,’’ Amit 

said. Pravin added, ‘‘I enjoy taking classes for these children for they are very receptive.’’ 

 

 
THE ACHIEVERS’ CLUB: Students celebrate with their teacher Anand Kumar in Patna on Wednesday 

 

 

This year, more SC students qualify than available quota 
 

Hemali Chhapia | TNN 

 
Mumbai: In 1993-94, the IITs wrote to the government for permission to run a year-long preparatory course, a 

feeder class to train quota students for a year to equip them to clear the JEE. That was when quota seats went 

abegging. Now, things have come full circle and probably for the first time this year, the tech schools have 

declared there would be no preparatory course for Scheduled Caste candidates, as more students have qualified 

than seats available.  

   Popularly termed ‘‘prepies’’ on campus, the students did not make the mark forcing the IITs to generously 

reduce cut-offs and put them through special coaching. ‘‘But over the years, enough SC students have done well 

and qualified for the IITs. It is probably the first time that we don’t need to conduct a preparatory course for 

them,’’ said IIT-Madras director M S Ananth.  

   According to information provided by IIT-Madras, which organised the JEE-2010, 1,773 SC candidates qualified 

across the country, against the 1,426 seats reserved for them across the 15 IITs. In 2009, merely 967 SC 

students qualified, compelling the IITs to put 473 candidates through the preparatory programme to fill the 

remaining seats (see box). ‘‘All those who qualify from the 2009 batch will also be admitted. The class size in 

most IITs may go up, but that is the way the preparatory system scheme works,’’ explained T S Natarajan, JEE 

2010 chairman. Stating that parents were getting more conscious of ‘‘social factors like education’’, Natarajan 

observed that the number of quota students requiring a relaxation in scores too was falling. This year, of the SC 
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students who qualified, 120 did not even require a handicap.  

   This is how the IITs select a quota student: Let’s assume the last general category student is admitted with an 

overall score of 100 (out of 480), and the aggregate cut-off for an SC/ST student would be 50 (after a 50% 

relaxation). To select students for the preparatory course, the IITs will further lower the qualifying score by 

another 50% (25 marks). 

 

 
People check the results of IIT-JEE at IIT-Madras 
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